SARPY COUNTY

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & BUILDING

1261 Golden Gate Drive, #2E

Papillion, NE  68046

Phone (402) 593-4169  Fax (402) 593-4335

Richard A. Houck, AICP, Planning & Building Director

December 20, 2006

Sarpy County Board of Commissioners

Sarpy County Courthouse

1210 Golden Gate Drive

Papillion, Nebraska  68046

To The Sarpy County Board of Commissioners:

The Sarpy County Planning Commission held a regular meeting on December 20, 2006 in the County Board Room at the Sarpy County Courthouse, Papillion, Nebraska.  Chairman Wear called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. with the following members present:  Susan Bliss, Courtney Dunbar (entered after roll call), David Fanslau, Don Fenster, Alan Wear, Tom Wees and Doug Whitfield.  Absent were:  Mechele Burry and Greg Gonzalez.  Also in attendance and introduced were the staff members:  Brett Charles, Deputy County Attorney, Rick Houck, Planning & Building Director and Cindy Gilbert, Recording Secretary.

Chairman Wear noted that a copy of the Open Meeting Law is posted in the Board Room.

· Wees moved, seconded by Fanslau to approve the agenda as submitted.  Ballot:  Ayes – Bliss, Fanslau, Fenster, Wees, Whitfield and Wear.  Nays – none.  Abstain – none.  Absent –Burry, Dunbar and Gonzalez .  Motion carried.
· Fanslau moved, seconded by Whitfield to approve the minutes of the November 15, 2006 and the December 6, 2006 meetings.  Ballot:  Ayes – Bliss, Fanslau, Whitfield, Wees and Wear.  Nays – none.  Abstain – Fenster.  Absent – Burry, Dunbar and Gonzalez.  Motion carried.
The conduct rules of the meeting were read into record.

I.         CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:   Note:  All consent items are automatically approved when the consent agenda is     approved  unless removed  by a board member.  Removed items will be placed under Regular Agenda Items for action by the Planning Commission.

None.
II.        REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS: 

A. Proposed amendments to the Sarpy County Zoning Ordinances to add and amend the text for the Highway Corridor Overlay District.

Rick Houck explained who the Interstate Innovation Committee was and what their thoughts were on setback requirements stating that anywhere from one to ten miles would be acceptable.  He also indicated he spoke to Mark Stursma, Planning Director for the City of Papillion, who noted several items he had suggestions on including setback requirements of one-half mile, roof signs be prohibited, vinyl be included as materials not allowed in chain link fencing, etc.
**Courtney Dunbar entered the room at 7:10 p.m.**

Rick also mentioned that he doesn’t think firms have a bottom line on spending money on buildings.  He feels they will spend whatever it takes if they want to be in a certain area.

Rick also referred to pole signs as visual pollution and noted he is opposed to them in the corridor.  Other comments by Planning Commissioners included:
*  Excluding areas of Highway 31, particularly by the Schramm State Park

*  Don’t want to limit industries from the highway system – comp plan takes out too much area for industry

*  How this proposal compares to the current one

*  Not letting one individual make final decisions on the aesthetics of a building including material choices

*  Forming a group of professionals (engineers, architects, citizens, a member of the county board and                                                     planning commission).
Other public speakers were:  Duane Dowd, Pat Sullivan, Penny Rosso, John Knapp, Will Jones, Kim Stuhr and Steve Reeder. 

      *  Wants all buildings included in design standards

      *  Exclude Highway 31, south of Pflug Road


*  One-quarter mile setback is plenty


*  Design standards should not over-burden businesses


*  Important to grandfather subdivisions that are already platted

*  Small business owners can’t shoulder that much additional cost


*  One person should not be evaluating design standards

*  “Trademark” buildings should not be an exception to the rules


*  Making this area all retail commercial will not give people an opportunity to earn money, only spend it

**Public Hearing Closed at 8:37 p.m.**
Additional comments included:
  
*  Assumption seems to be that steel does not look as good as masonry

  
*  Technology in material has changed to make steel more attractive

**Courtney Dunbar left at 9:00 p.m.**

After further discussion,
· Fenster moved, seconded by Wees to refer this item back to the zoning sub-committee for further revision and recommendation.    Ballot:  Ayes – Bliss, Fanslau, Fenster, Wees, Whitfield and Wear.  Nays – none.  Abstain – none.  Absent –Burry, Dunbar and Gonzalez .  Motion carried.
**Break 9:10 p.m. – Resume 9:18 p.m.**
B. Proposed amendments to and annual review of the Comprehensive Development Plan.

Rick Houck noted the changes he wanted to make to the comp plan and then asked to table any further discussion until the conservation development ordinance is put into place.

· Wees moved, seconded by Bliss to table this item until the next regular meeting in February, 2007.  .  Ballot:  Ayes – Bliss, Fanslau, Fenster, Wees, Whitfield and Wear.  Nays – none.  Abstain – none.  Absent –Burry, Dunbar and Gonzalez .  Motion carried.
III.
CORRESPONDENCE:
Rick asked which Planning Commissioners were interested in going to the Nebraska Planning & Zoning Association Conference this year.  He got a favorable response from Tom Wees, Don Fenster,  David Fanslau and Susie Bliss.  
Jarel Vinduska was unhappy that he and his group sat through 2 ½ hours of testimony only to have the item they were there for tabled.  He felt they should have been notified at the start of the meeting.

IV. 
ADJOURNMENT. 

Being no further discussion, Fenster moved, seconded by Fanslau to adjourn the meeting.  By a unanimous oral vote, Chairman Wear declared the meeting adjourned at 9:31 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Sarpy County Planning Commission

Alan Wear, Chairman

Cindy Gilbert, Recording Secretary

