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DRAFT
Sarpy County Board of Commissioners

Sarpy County Courthouse

1210 Golden Gate Drive

Papillion, Nebraska  68046

To The Sarpy County Board of Commissioners:

The Sarpy County Planning Commission held a regular meeting on February 13, 2008 in the County Board Room at the Sarpy County Courthouse, Papillion, Nebraska.  Chairman Wear called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. with the following members present: Courtney Dunbar, Don Fenster, Greg Gonzalez, Stacy Gross, Bill Krebs, Alan Wear and Tom Wees.  Absent were: Susie Bliss, David Fanslau, Bernie Marquardt and Doug Whitfield.  Also in attendance and introduced were the staff members:  Ken Tex, Planning & Building Director, Nicole O=Keefe, Deputy County Attorney and Cindy Gilbert, Recording Secretary.

Chairman Wear noted that a copy of the Open Meeting Law is posted in the Board Room.

Election of Officers were held.

Ken Tex asked for nominations for Chairman for the 2008 Planning Commission.

· 
Alan Wear nominated Tom Wees, seconded by Greg Gonzalez, to serve as Chairman of the Planning Commission.
· 
Don Fenster moved, seconded by Greg Gonzalez, to close the nominations.
· 
After a count of the written ballot, Ken Tex declared Tom Wees as Chairman.
Ken Tex asked for nominations for Vice-Chairman.

· 
Tom Wees nominated Alan Wear, seconded by Don Fenster, to serve as Vice-Chairman of the Planning Commission.
· 
Stacey Gross moved, seconded by Greg Gonzalez, to close the nominations.
· 
After a count of the written ballot, Ken Tex declared Alan Wear Vice-Chairman.
Chairman Wees thanked Alan Wear for the great job he’d done as Chairman the past few years.  He also said he appreciated the opportunity to serve as Chairman.

Chairman Wees asked for a motion to approve to agenda.

· 
Wear moved, seconded by Dunbar to approve the agenda as submitted.  Ballot:  Ayes- Dunbar, Fenster, Gonzalez, Gross, Krebs, Wees, and Wear.  Nays B none.  Abstain B none.  Absent - Bliss, Fanslau, Marquardt, and Whitfield.  Motion carried.
Chairman Wees asked for a motion to approve the minutes.

Cindy Gilbert noted an error in Agenda Item #B.  The vote was changed to reflect a “Nay” vote by Don Fenster instead of Bill Krebs.

· 
Wear  moved, seconded by Gonzalez to approve the minutes of the January 16, 2008 meeting as corrected.  Ballot: Ayes- Fenster, Krebs, Wees and Wear.  Nays B none.  Abstain B Dunbar, Gonzalez and Gross.  Absent - Bliss, Fanslau, Marquardt and Whitfield.  Motion carried.
I.       CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:   Note:  All consent items are automatically approved when the consent  agenda is approved  unless removed  by a board member.  Removed items will be placed under Regular Agenda Items for action by the Planning Commission.  None.
II.        REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS:
A. 
Hearth Stone Homes, 810 N. 96th St., Omaha, requests approval of a Final Plat for a subdivision to be known as Meridian Portico on the following described property, to wit:  Being a replat of Lots 15-17, inclusive, Meridian Park, a subdivision located in the NW1/4 of Sec 22; and also being a replat of Lots 1-50, inclusive, Meridian Park Replat Two, a subdivision located in said NW1/4 of Sec 22; and also the vacated rights-of-way of Virginia Street, Cary Street, 165th Street and 165th Avenue, all located in Twp 14N. Rng 11E of the 6th P.M., Sarpy County, Nebraska.  (165th & Giles)

Jeff Elliott, E & A Consulting Group, Inc., representing Hearth Stone Homes, stated he felt Alan Wear

had done a fantastic job as Chairman.  Mr. Elliott asked for approval of the Final Plat for Meridian Portico noting it is in conformance to the Preliminary Plat.  He stated they had received a letter from the Papio-Missouri River Natural Resource District (NRD) and said they were working closely with the NRD and will comply with their requests.

**Public Hearing Closed at 7:11 p.m.**

· 
Fenster moved, seconded by Wear to recommend approval of the Final Plat for Meridian Portico as it meets the comp plan and subdivision regulations.  Ballot:  Ayes – Dunbar, Fenster, Gonzalez, Gross, Krebs, Wear and Wees.  Nays – none.  Abstain – none.  Absent – Bliss, Fanslau, Marquardt and Whitfield.  Motion carried.
B. 
Western Land Co., LLC, 10580 S. 147th St., Omaha requests approval of a Change of Zone from BG to BG/PD on the following described property, to wit:  Lots 4 & 5, Wicks Southpointe, located in Sec. 34, Twp 14N, Rng 11E of the 6th P.M., Sarpy County, Nebraska  (I-80 and Highway 370)

Ken Tex stated that Wicks Southpointe was originally all zoned IL (Light Industrial).  After zoning it IL, County Administration chose to eliminate the policy of “pyramid” zoning.  The owner of Wicks Southpointe decided to re-zone his development to BG (General Business) to accommodate the type of businesses he was anticipating.

Ken also noted that the BG Zoning District has a height limit of 25’.  That generally eliminates any three story buildings.  He gave examples of buildings in area jurisdictions like hospitals and hotels that are in zoning district similar to our BG, but have different height limits.  This company is looking to move ahead with their project and agreed to a BG/PD zoning that would allow them to exceed the height limit.

Ken indicated a change should be made to the zoning district to allow taller buildings.  He would be checking with area jurisdictions to see how they accommodate these buildings.

Joe Foley, Lamp, Rynearson and Associates, Inc., stated this company, along with the other inquiries, have all indicated the need for two and three story buildings.

**Public Hearing Closed at 7:20 p.m.**

· 

Wear moved, seconded by Krebs to recommend approval of the Change of Zone from BG to BG/PD to permit a more feasible plan for the current zoning needs raising the height limit for this project to a maximum of 60’.  Ballot:  Ayes – Dunbar, Fenster, Gonzalez, Gross, Krebs, Wear and Wees.  Nays – none.  Abstain – none.  Absent – Bliss, Fanslau, Marquardt and Whitfield.  Motion carried.
C.        Boyer Young Farms, LLC, c/o John Fullenkamp, 11440 W. Center Road, Omaha, request


 approval of an amendment to the Sarpy County Zoning Ordinances, specifically to reduce


 the lot width minimum from 60' to 50' in an RD-50 Zoning District.

John Fullenkamp, Attorney, noted the County Board had already been approached about reducing the lot width to 50’.  They suggested this request be presented to the Planning Commission for their recommendation.

Mr. Fullenkamp explained that, even though they are requesting a reduction of the lot width, the density of the land remains the same at a minimum lot size of 5,000 square feet.  With land prices and development prices on the rise, it helps keep affordable housing for that percent of the market.  Mr. Fullenkamp added that for every $1,000 price increase, it decreases the market by approximately one percent.  Lifestyle changes are also a factor.  People are looking for a more compact development which helps keep infrastructure prices down.  Storm water management also factors in.  The City of Omaha currently has a 50’ lot width minimum in their zoning ordinances.  

**Public Hearing Closed at 7:35 p.m.**

! 
Krebs moved, seconded by Gross to recommend approval of amending the “Minimum  Lot Width of the RD-50 Zoning District from 60' to 50' as recommended by the Planning Department.  Ballot: Ayes - Dunbar, Fenster, Gonzalez, Gross, Krebs, Wear and Wees.  Nays - none.  Abstain - none.  Absent - Bliss, Fanslau, Marquardt and Whitfield.  Motion carried.
III. 
CORRESPONDENCE:
Ken stated that the County Board had approved everything on their zoning agenda except to note that they did put a time limit of 5 years and changed the hours of operation for Scary Acres.   Mr. Losole had withdrawn the “Pirate Fest” as he did not have enough information to give the Board, making Scary Acres and the Renaissance Festival the only two attractions allowed on that permit.

IV.
ADJOURNMENT:

Being no further discussion, Dunbar moved, seconded by Fenster to adjourn the meeting.  By a unanimous oral vote, Chairman Wees declared the meeting adjourned at 7:41 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Tom Wees, Chairman

Cindy Gilbert, Recording Secretary

